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10. Getting Slavery Out of the People  

Exodus 20:1-21  

Matthew 22:34-40  

Hebrews 10:1-18  

 

Exodus 20:1-21  

Then God spoke all these words:  

 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no 

other gods before me.  

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the 

Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 

generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me 

and keep my commandments.  

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses 

his name. 

 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. But the seventh 

day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or 

female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated 

it. 

 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 

you.  

You shall not murder.  

You shall not commit adultery.  

You shall not steal.  

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.  

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or 

ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.  

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, 

they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, ‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but 

do not let God speak to us, or we will die.’ Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come only to 

test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.’ Then the people stood at a distance, while 

Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.  

 

  



Matthew 22:34-40  

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, 

asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’  

 

Hebrews 10:1-18  

Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true form of these realities, it can never, by 

the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make perfect those who approach. Otherwise, would 

they not have ceased being offered, since the worshippers, cleansed once for all, would no longer have any 

consciousness of sin? But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sin year after year. For it is impossible for the 

blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and 

offerings you have not desired, 

   but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings   you have taken no pleasure. Then I 

said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” 

   (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’ When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), then he 

added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s 

will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take 

away sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, ‘he sat down at the right hand of God’, 

and since then has been waiting ‘until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.’ For by a single offering 

he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, ‘This is 

the covenant that I will make with them 

   after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, 

   and I will write them on their minds’, he also adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’ 

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 


