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11. From Ugliness, a Beauty Emerges  

Deuteronomy 7:1-11  

Psalm 137:1-9; 149:1-9  

Matthew 15:21-39  

 

Deuteronomy 7:1-11  

When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are about to enter and occupy, and he clears away many 

nations before you—the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 

Jebusites, seven nations mightier and more numerous than you— and when the Lord your God gives them over to 

you and you defeat them, then you must utterly destroy them. Make no covenant with them and show them no 

mercy. Do not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, for 

that would turn away your children from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be 

kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. But this is how you must deal with them: break down their 

altars, smash their pillars, hew down their sacred poles, and burn their idols with fire. For you are a people holy to 

the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured 

possession. 

 It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that the Lord set his heart on you and chose 

you—for you were the fewest of all peoples. It was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath that he swore to 

your ancestors, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of 

slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God 

who maintains covenant loyalty with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 

and who repays in their own person those who reject him. He does not delay but repays in their own person those 

who reject him. Therefore, observe diligently the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that I am 

commanding you today.  

 

Psalm 137  

By the rivers of Babylon— 

   there we sat down and there we wept 

   when we remembered Zion. On the willows there 

   we hung up our harps. For there our captors 

   asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 

   ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’  

How could we sing the Lord’s song  

   in a foreign land? If I forget you, O Jerusalem,   let my right hand wither! Let my tongue cling to the roof of my 

mouth,   if I do not remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem   above my highest joy.  

Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites   the day of Jerusalem’s fall, how they said, ‘Tear it down! Tear it down!   

Down to its foundations!’  

O daughter Babylon, you devastator!   Happy shall they be who pay you back   what you have done to us!  

Happy shall they be who take your little ones   and dash them against the rock!  



Psalm 149  

Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song,   his praise in the assembly of the faithful. Let Israel be glad in its 

Maker;   let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. Let them praise his name with dancing,   making melody to 

him with tambourine and lyre. For the Lord takes pleasure in his people;   he adorns the humble with victory. Let the 

faithful exult in glory;   let them sing for joy on their couches. Let the high praises of God be in their throats   and 

two-edged swords in their hands, to execute vengeance on the nations   and punishment on the peoples, to bind 

their kings with fetters   and their nobles with chains of iron, to execute on them the judgment decreed. This is glory 

for all his faithful ones. Praise the Lord!  

 

Matthew 15:21-39  

The Canaanite Woman’s Faith 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region 

came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But 

he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting 

after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, 

saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, 

‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, 

great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.  

 

Jesus Cures Many People  

After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the mountain, where he sat 

down. Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. 

They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the 

maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.  

 

Feeding the Four Thousand  

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for the crowd, because they have been with me 

now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on 

the way.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Where are we to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?’ 

Jesus asked them, ‘How many loaves have you?’ They said, ‘Seven, and a few small fish.’ Then ordering the crowd to 

sit down on the ground, he took the seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke them and gave 

them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all of them ate and were filled; and they took 

up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. Those who had eaten were four thousand men, besides women 

and children. After sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan.  

 


