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15. Women on the Edge  

Luke 1:39-55  

Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7  

Romans 12:1-2  

 

Luke 1:39-55 

 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house 

of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon 

as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  

 

Mary’s Song of Praise  

And Mary said,  

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 

 He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’  

 



Isaiah 7:14, 9:2-7  

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall 

name him Immanuel.  

The people who walked in darkness 

   have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

   on them light has shined.  

You have multiplied the nation, 

   you have increased its joy;  

they rejoice before you  

  as with joy at the harvest, 

   as people exult when dividing plunder.  

For the yoke of their burden, 

   and the bar across their shoulders, 

   the rod of their oppressor, 

   you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

   and all the garments rolled in blood 

   shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

For a child has been born for us, 

   a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 

   and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

His authority shall grow continually, 

   and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

   He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

   from this time onwards and for evermore.  

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

 

Romans 12:1-2  

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.  

 


