
Lectionary with Complete NRSV Texts for We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long 

Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation 

Brian D. McLaren 
 

16. Keep Herod in Christmas  

Jeremiah 32:31-35  

Micah 5:2-5a.  

Matthew 1:18-2:15  

 

Jeremiah 32:31-35  

This city has aroused my anger and wrath, from the day it was built until this day, so that I will remove it from my 

sight because of all the evil of the people of Israel and the people of Judah that they did to provoke me to anger—

they, their kings and their officials, their priests and their prophets, the citizens of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem. They have turned their backs to me, not their faces; though I have taught them persistently, they would 

not listen and accept correction. They set up their abominations in the house that bears my name, and defiled it. 

They built the high places of Baal in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to offer up their sons and daughters to 

Molech, though I did not command them, nor did it enter my mind that they should do this abomination, causing 

Judah to sin.  

 

Micah 5:2-5a.  

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

   who are one of the little clans of Judah,  

from you shall come forth for me 

   one who is to rule in Israel,  

whose origin is from of old, 

   from ancient days.  

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

   when she who is in labour has brought forth;  

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

   to the people of Israel.  

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

   to the ends of the earth;  

and he shall be the one of peace.  

 

  



Matthew 1:18-2:15 

 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, 

but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public  

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.’All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

   and they shall name him Emmanuel’,  

which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 

took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  

 

The Visit of the Wise Men  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 

asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 

told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 

bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 

child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

left for their own country by another road.  

 

The Escape to Egypt 

 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 

his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother  

by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken 

by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 


