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17. Surprising People  

Psalm 34:1-18  

Matthew 1:1-17  

Luke 2:8-20  

 

Psalm 34  

I will bless the Lord at all times; 

   his praise shall continually be in my mouth.  

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

   let the humble hear and be glad.  

O magnify the Lord with me, 

   and let us exalt his name together.  

 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 

   and delivered me from all my fears.  

Look to him, and be radiant; 

   so your faces shall never be ashamed.  

This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, 

   and was saved from every trouble.  

The angel of the Lord encamps 

   around those who fear him, and delivers them.  

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

   happy are those who take refuge in him.  

O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, 

   for those who fear him have no want.  

The young lions suffer want and hunger, 

   but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  

 

Come, O children, listen to me; 

   I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  

Which of you desires life, 

   and covets many days to enjoy good?  

Keep your tongue from evil, 



   and your lips from speaking deceit.  

Depart from evil, and do good; 

   seek peace, and pursue it.  

 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

   and his ears are open to their cry.  

The face of the Lord is against evildoers, 

   to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.  

When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, 

   and rescues them from all their troubles.  

The Lord is near to the broken-hearted, 

   and saves the crushed in spirit.  

 

Matthew 1:1-17  

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and 

Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and 

Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and 

Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse 

the father of King David.  

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam 

the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the 

father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and 

Amos the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 

Babylon.  

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 

and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the 

father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of 

Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 

 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to 

Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.  

 

  



Luke 2:8-20 

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying,  

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 


