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19. Jesus Coming of Age  

1 Kings 3:1-28  

Luke 2:39-3:14; 3:21-22 1  

Timothy 4:6-16  

 

1 Kings 3:1-28  

Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom  

Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her into 

the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of the Lord and the wall around 

Jerusalem. The people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no house had yet been built for the 

name of the Lord. 

 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense at the 

high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer 

a thousand burnt-offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God 

said, ‘Ask what I should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my 

father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards 

you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 

And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little 

child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 

chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 

great people?’ 

 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this, and have not 

asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 

discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like 

you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both 

riches and honour all your  

life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, 

as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.’  

Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream. He came to Jerusalem, where he stood before the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord. He offered up burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants.  

 

Solomon’s Wisdom in Judgement 

 Later, two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. One woman said, ‘Please, my lord, 

this woman and I live in the same house; and I gave birth while she was in the house. Then on the third day after I 

gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were together; there was no one else with us in the house, only the two 

of us were in the house. Then this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. She got up in the middle 

of the night and took my son from beside me while your servant slept. She laid him at her breast, and laid her dead 

son at my breast. When I rose in the morning to nurse my son, I saw that he was dead; but when I looked at him 

closely in the morning, clearly it was not the son I had borne.’ But the other woman said, ‘No, the living son is mine, 



and the dead son is yours.’ The first said, ‘No, the dead son is yours, and the living son is mine.’ So they argued 

before the king.  

Then the king said, ‘One says, “This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead”; while the other says, “Not so! Your 

son is dead, and my son is the living one.” ’ So the king said, ‘Bring me a sword’, and they brought a sword before 

the king. The king said, ‘Divide the living boy in two; then give half to one, and half to the other.’ But the woman 

whose son was alive said to the king—because compassion for her son burned within her—‘Please, my lord, give 

her the living boy; certainly do not kill him!’ The other said, ‘It shall be neither mine nor yours; divide it.’ Then the 

king responded: ‘Give the first woman the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.’All Israel heard of the 

judgement that the king had rendered; and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom 

of God was in him, to execute justice.  

 

Luke 2:39-3:14; 3:21-22  

The Return to Nazareth  

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.  

 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple  

 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, 

they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a 

day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they 

returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated 

us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why were you 

searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said 

to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all 

these things in her heart.  

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour.  

 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist  

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was 

ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight.  

Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low,  

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

   and the rough ways made smooth; 



 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 

the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 

ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’  

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share 

with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and 

they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 

you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by 

threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’  

 

The Baptism of Jesus 

 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was 

opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You 

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  

 

1 Timothy 4:6-16  

A Good Minister of Jesus Christ 

 If you put these instructions before the brothers and sisters, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished 

on the words of the faith and of the sound teaching that you have followed. Have nothing to do with profane myths 

and old wives’ tales. Train yourself in godliness, for, while physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in 

every way, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance. For to this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the 

Saviour of all people, especially of those who believe.  

 

These are the things you must insist on and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example 

in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to 

exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the 

laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may 

see your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this 

you will save both yourself and your hearers. 


