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SR. WARDEN 

In the welcome message printed on the inside of our service leaflets, I am always struck by the phrase: 

"Our church is not a community of like-minded people. We do not exist for ourselves alone. Instead, 

we are a people set apart to be the personal presence and witness of God to the world." 

What a beautiful place we have been called to here at Grace Episcopal Church - a place where all are 

welcome to worship in the real presence of Christ. A place of healing, of ministry, of grace. In dwelling 

on this past year, I know I speak for us all in saying we are so thankful for the wise and dedicated 

guidance of our Rector, Stan McKinnon, and Curate, Lora Walsh, who provide both a stability for our 

church as an organization and an enigmatic invitation to a faithful, inquisitive life for our community. 

They have worked tirelessly this year to meet the needs of all that enter our door through regular 

worship services, special programs like Grace on Tap and Cottage Groups, and in hospitals or our 

homes and offices as we have need. Our church staff, and each one of you, have also contributed 

generously and lovingly of your time and talents.  

In our second year as a Parish, the major theme I see within our church has been continued growth 

and expansion of ministries to meet the needs of our community, both in our congregation and in the 

broader sense as well. Grace is now full to the brim. The included reports detail a growing No Kid 

Hungry program, an added children's class on Sunday morning, our largest ever Children's Choir, 

expanded outreach through the Rector's Discretionary Fund, and full attendances at Sunday and 

special services. Our Vestry spent much time in 2014 discussing the need for a Strategic Planning 

group to consider the buildings at Grace and how they fit our needs or may need to change in the 

future to serve a growing church. 2015 will be an important year to look closely at this. 

It has been a privilege to serve on the Vestry and as Senior Warden.  

Respectfully submitted by Meredith Bergstrom 
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JR. WARDEN  

Over the past 24 months, the church has expanded its footprint to include 214 E. Franklin and 605 N. 

Mt. Olive.  With the addition of these two properties, the buildings and grounds committee is now 

responsible for 2.37 acres, three single-family rental units with two outbuildings, a greenhouse, the 

Grace House, and the church.  Needless to say, the church property continues to be used to its fullest 

capacity.   

There were several projects that were accomplished that have been on the church’s “to do” list. Some 

of these include fixing mullions, addressing uneven pews, repairing door locks, the resealing of the 

wooden playground equipment and with the help of Mary Benjamin and Don Bunker, locating extra 

tile to replace the cracked tiles in the nave.  

In addition to the standard maintenance, a second story water break at the recently acquired Franklin 

house caused extensive damage. Flooring and drywall on both floors of the home had to be replaced. 

All of this took place while the tenant still occupied the dwelling. The church is grateful for their 

patience during the course of the repairs. Many thanks go to Gaylen Spresser for stepping in and 

completing the project as the first contractor became non-responsive and their contract had to be 

terminated.  

The church is very much indebted to Ben Hill for his tireless work on maintaining the church grounds. 

He and his groups’ efforts continuously keep the church’s grounds maintained at a pristine condition.  

From his meticulous care for the flowering plants to the greening of the church, they have provided 

outstanding care for the church grounds.  On behalf of the church, I would like to thank him.   

Going forward, the church will be challenged with maintaining the existing structures, repairing and 

replacing items of deferred maintenance, and decisions of capital improvements. I am excited to 

continue to be part of the Buildings and Grounds team. With the continued efforts and development 

of the team concept, which will function similar to the current food host model and enable the future 

Building and Grounds chairperson to respond to maintenance needs in a more efficient manner, I 

believe that we can continue to maintain the basic maintenance needs of the church.    

I am very grateful to everyone who has volunteered and to our cleaning services who have 

maintained our church building and grounds.  Special thanks go to the staff; your day to day efforts in 

seeing the church’s mission to fruition are much appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted by Curt Smith 
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MUSIC  

An annual report is also an opportunity for reflection. I’ve been serving Grace Church since October 

1977, and my heart overflows with gratitude for the opportunity to fulfill part of my calling in this 

special place.   

Some numbers indicative of the activity in 2014 of the musicians at Grace Church: 

 Organ:  Sunday morning services I played 91 

 Organ:  Special services I played 5 

 Organ:  Evening Prayer/ Evensong services I played 6 

 Organ:  weddings and funerals 5 

 Organ:  total services 107 

 Choir:  Sunday morning services sung 46 

 Choir:  other services sung 5 

 Choir:  weddings and funerals 5 

 Gratia Cantores:  services sung 41 

 Grace Church Choir School:  services sung: 5 

It is a joy – and it’s really easy – to work with the responsible, capable leaders of our music program.  

Thank you, Liesl Dromi and Terri Wubbena, for your work with the Choir and the GCCS, respectively.  

Gratia Cantores is led by one of our Choral Scholars as part of our program of choral leadership 

development.  Thank you, Jayme Amonsen (Spring) and Seth Long (Autumn), for your work in this 

capacity.  Kaitlyn Russell is our other Choral Scholar this academic year – thank you, Kaitlyn. 

There are around 20 choristers in the Choir (there’s always a bit of flux), and 18 children are enrolled 

in the Grace Children’s Choir School this semester (Spring 2015).  The latter represents an increase of 

four, up from 14 last spring.  (We continue to buy new vestments to keep up!)  About nine individuals 

participate in Gratia Cantores as needed.  Six or seven of the adult choristers chant the psalm at the 

late service, often on rather short notice.  Participation in the choirs requires a great deal of self-

discipline and consistency.  THANK YOU, Choristers, one and all, for your commitment to faithful 

attendance at Wednesday night rehearsals and Sunday morning services  It is a privilege to make 

music unto the Lord with you. 
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A few additional acknowledgements:  

• Paul Whitley for subbing at the organ during my absences; 

• Debi Selby, the “keeper of the choir vestments,” for keeping them clean, in good repair, and well 

organized; 

• the “organ shoe fairy” who polishes my scuffed organ shoes on occasion; 

• those who turn pages and/or pull stops for me, primarily Jayme Amonsen and Samuel Cannady;  

• the administrative staff – I can ask them to do anything and relax in the assurance that they will do 

it with excellence; 

• Fr. Stan for his solid support and visionary leadership; and 

• Terri, for serving in all sorts of capacities behind-the-scenes.  You can only guess…. 

A matter to consider for the future: the purchase of the organ.  The impact that this instrument has 

had upon our worship is incalculable – I marvel at the hand of God in placing it here.  Many of you 

know that it is the property of Ernest Whitmore, and we have a 20-year option-to-buy.  Thirteen of 

those years have elapsed, and we need to consider how we can proceed with its purchase during the 

next seven years.  Two years ago an Organ Fund has been founded, so we are underway.  If you have 

the opportunity, please consider making a special gift.  A gift in memory of a loved one is an 

especially lovely gesture.   

I continue to enjoy a generous measure of professional satisfaction and personal fulfillment in serving 

God through my work with you at Grace Church.  Soli Deo gloria! 

Respectfully submitted by Jan Wubbena, DMusA, FAGO 

Director of Music-Organist 

GRACE CHILDREN'S CHOIR SCHOOL  

During 2014, GCCS led worship at the 9:00 service five times – three time in the spring and twice in 

the fall.  At the end of the spring and fall semester the children presented concerts that included the 

music they had prepared for worship as well as one or two additional selections. 

GCCS had 15 children last spring, 16 children this fall and have begun this spring semester with 18.   

GCCS met for the first time this spring on January 12.  They are scheduled to lead worship three times 

during the spring, and their spring concert will be on Sunday afternoon May 24. 

It continues to be a pleasure and an honor to work with the children.  I appreciate the opportunity I 

have been given as well as the support from our church.  Special thank you to Rachel Palm, Jan 

Wubbena, Bay Greenhill and Hope Johnstone who contribute in so many ways.   

Respectfully submitted by Terri Wubbena 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE  

Once again the generosity of Grace Church is humbling and wonderful! Outreach efforts for 2014 

included Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (with proceeds benefitting the Genesis House), collections 

for Manna Center, the Northwest Arkansas Children’s Shelter, and Genesis House. Donations also 

provided for our adopted Christmas Family and 2014’s Pie Auction supported our No Kid Hungry 

summer meals program. Our congregation was also able to help support mission trips abroad for a 

few different parishioners, as well as provide 30 pairs of socks and underwear, 60 backpacks, and 

school supplies for children in need at our local schools. 

This summer marked the third year of our No Kid Hungry meals program! We had a great turnout 

from the community, including the children of our local Farmers Market vendors. The additional funds 

raised by Grace Church were able to finance free meals for adults, which this year included elderly 

members of the Siloam Community in need of a meal. This is the second year that we have been able 

to operate the program downtown during the Saturday Farmers Market, which has increased our 

accessibility and consequently, our numbers! Our program began serving free lunches on Saturday 

June 7th, and continued through the summer ending August 16th.  We served 482 lunches, (307 for 

children and 175 for adults), and also served 106 snacks to both kids and adults, which was a new 

addition for 2014.  

The church was also awarded a Share Our Strength grant this summer for the purchase of a portable 

three basin sink. This is a requirement of the Health Department, that we were granted a temporary 

exemption from in previous years. Patty worked with Harp’s Grocery Store in town as well, so that with 

the addition of our sink, we will be able to take part in the Food Recovery Program in 2015. Harp’s will 

provide Grace with un-sellable fresh produce to include in our free meals program! 

The adoption of our Christmas Family from Genesis House was again a huge success! We were able to 

provide a family of 7 with presents, clothes, and food over the holidays. Delivering the gifts was 

especially touching, the children were ecstatic and the mother of the house was in tears!  

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund (RDF) has been quietly making a huge impact in the lives of many in 

both the church community and the greater community. Due to the confidential nature of this fund, 

many are unaware of how far-reaching it has become. In 2014 alone, the RDF has distributed over 

$12,700 in addition to our work through The Genesis House. These funds have provided: 

Hotel rooms for the homeless 

Therapy and Counselling for individuals and couples seeking help 

Scholarships to the Parish Retreat 

Gift cards to provide Christmas gifts to a family in need 

Gas, utility, and rent assistance 
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In addition to the above programs, much Outreach at Grace occurred “behind the scenes” but made a 

huge impact on many lives. The Rector’s Discretionary Fund distributed over $9,000 to those in our 

congregation and those in the community; this is in addition to our work through the Genesis House! 

This form of outreach is a quiet ministry but has assisted many families by helping with rent, utilities, 

and overwhelming medical bills, scholarships to Camp Mitchell, therapy and counselling, as well as 

gas and meals. Stan and Lora both have traveled extensively to visit elderly and shut-in parishioners 

as well as those currently in the hospital or in hospice. This is not limited to just members of Grace 

Church! 

Our collaborated outreach efforts with the Genesis House have continued to provide additional 

support to the community as well. Stan and Gary Baird have worked closely all year to distribute the 

funds from Grace Church in the most beneficial way. 

We feel so grateful to be a part of such a generous community and feel that the impact of our small 

church casts a wide net, affecting lives in and around our community in ways that may not always be 

noticed but make all the difference. Grace Church continues to put a loving hand out to our 

neighbors, and welcomes all that feel called to serve in our Outreach program in either a leadership 

role, with financial assistance, or with visions as to how to continue to reach out to those in need. 

Respectfully submitted by Bay GreenHill, Rob Lambert, and Patty Gambill 

MEALS ON WHEELS  

Volunteers from Grace Church deliver “Meals on Wheels” lunch to shut-ins in the Siloam Springs area 

each Monday and Tuesday. This has been an outreach project of Grace for over 25 years. The 

volunteers each serve, generally, once per month. With meals provided by the Siloam Senior Center. 

Grace’s regular deliverers at this time are: 

Dennis West (double service)  

Shirley Lane 

Lee Blair 

Don Blair 

Mary Ann Guinn 

Gary Guinn 

Norm Koeller (who also serves many extra days when the center needs help.) 

With help from Jade Zaidner, Nancy Halsey and Tracy Canant 

 

Respectfully submitted by Don Blair 
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GODLY PLAY  

Godly Play is a Montessori-style interpretation of religious education that takes place each Sunday 

morning at 10am during Christian Formation in the Grace House. It is an imaginative approach to 

working with children - an approach that supports, challenges, nourishes and guides their spiritual 

quest.  Each week, the children hear a Scripture story and have a chance to respond through dialogue 

and play. Grace Church is blessed to have the entire Godly Play curriculum, which includes beautiful 

story sets for each story. For example, the Noah's Ark story is told with a large wooden ark and carved 

animals. 

In years past, Godly Play hosted children ages 4-9 (a broad age range!) This year saw the "graduation" 

of our 7-9 year olds into a new class, Holy Moly. As our church has grown, our children's ministry 

program has followed suit in order to appropriately engage the precious children entrusted to us 

each week. We continue to be thankful for the use of the Grace House, which has given each of these 

classes their own homes.  

In 2014, the children in Godly Play spent the spring time finishing the Saint stories, and then heard the 

Parables. This summer and fall, we dove into the Old Testament. We are currently learning about the 

Israelites and their many journeys, mistakes, and encounters with God.  

A total of 7 volunteers help make Godly Play possible by serving as storytellers and doorpersons. I'm 

so thankful for each of them and the important role they play in the life of our children's ministry 

program! 

As always, parents are welcome to come and experience this program any week! Extra volunteers are 

always needed and welcomed as well. 

Respectfully submitted by Meredith Bergstrom, Wes & Taylor Vanlandingham 
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CHILDREN'S CHAPEL 

Being the sort of Christians who observe the Liturgical Calendar, it seems to me that we spend half 

our time “getting ready” to do something, or celebrate something, or remember something.   We 

change the colors in the church, say prescribed prayers for certain times of year, use antiquated 

language; we bow, kneel, cross ourselves, then change the colors in the church yet again.  What we 

are trying to say by all of this is that, hopefully, we take seriously the teachings of Jesus and 

understand that they are great mysteries not to be entered into lightly.  When we get ourselves ready 

to come close to this or that mystery we are, in a sense, making “straight paths” in our hearts for the 

Lord to walk on.   

As Ben and I work at preparing the children of Grace Church to be lifelong worshipers, a great deal of 

our emphasis this year has been on “getting ready” before we begin any part of the service.  We “get 

ready” to enter into the new Grace House by quieting ourselves and grabbing a carpet square to sit 

on. We light candles.  We make ourselves ready to pray by repeating “The Lord be with you/and also 

with you.” We’ve recently started getting ready to pray by holding our bodies still, with our legs 

crossed and our palms faced upward.  The kids have responded well to this practice.  We’ve done 

countless crafts, learned hymns, banged on drums, and passed blessings from child to child, making 

the sign of the cross and repeating, “open our eyes to your grace and truth.”  In these and all our 

activities, our hope is not simply to prepare the kids to worship as good little Episcopalians, but to 

prepare them for a lifetime of coming close to the mystery of God-with-us.   Thanks for trusting us 

with the task. 

Respectfully submitted by Travis Chaney & Ben Bergstrom 

 

EYC & EYC, JR. (HOLY MOLY) 

EYC 

The Grace youth are a great group of kids and I'm proud of them for what they've been up to. Some 

of the things we did last year include helping out with No Kid Hungry, meeting to learn about prayer 

in the Old Testament, and also having a Halloween party over at the home of Andy and Victoria 

Bossler. In 2015, we are planning on going to hike in Devil's Den, having an End-of-the-School Year 

party, and also having the opportunity to grow in community with the rest of the Diocese of Arkansas 

at Camp Mitchell. 

Respectfully submitted by Mark Harris, Rob & Candy Lambert 

 



10 

EYC, Jr. (Holy Moly) 

Holy Moly is an imaginative curriculum for 7-9 year olds that takes place each week at 10am during 

Christian Formation in the Grace House upstairs classrooms. Every Holy Moly lesson follows a four-

part sequence: Discover, Relate, Connect and Create. Each week, the children watch an animated Bible 

story video to discover the story, the kids then relate or discuss the story, next they connect the 

images in the animated video with the actual text in the Bible, and lastly they create a craft to extend 

their learning. This multi-faceted approach allows for children with all types of learning styles to feel 

connected to the story in their own way. 

Started in spring/summer 2014, Holy Moly is a brand-new program for Grace Church and has been 

met with enthusiasm from the kids participating. The active, engaging nature of the curriculum has 

been a fun way to provide a higher level of learning for these kids than Godly Play could enable. 

Taylor and Wes Vanlandingham jointly lead this class and have graciously organized the new 

program. Taylor brings helpful experience working within children's education as a storyteller at the 

Springdale Public Library. In 2014, our Holy Moly group completed instruction for Year 1. This 

included 4 Post Resurrection Stories, 12 Old Testament Stories, 12 New Testament Stories, and 4 

stories around Advent and Christmas. Looking forward to next year, Year 2 will include; 12 different 

New Testament stories, 4 stories surrounding the Holy Week and Easter, 4 stories about the early 

church, and12 Different Old Testament stories. 

Taylor and Wes have loved seeing your children learn and grow in their spiritual life through the past 

year and are looking forward to seeing more in the coming year. 

As always, parents are welcome to come and experience this program any week! Extra volunteers are 

always needed and welcomed as well. 

Respectfully submitted by Meredith Bergstrom, Wes & Taylor Vanlandingham 
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NURSERY  

We are very grateful for the generous gift of the Grace House that allowed the nursery to move into a 

bigger room at the end of 2013!  With the addition of many families with small children to our Grace 

Family during 2014, even our bigger space is brimming with happy little ones each Sunday.  We have 

Natividad, Soriada, Jesus, and Natali to thank for caring for and keeping our little ones so happy.  

Their smiling faces and welcoming arms are a great gift to parents and children alike.  They not only 

devote each Sunday morning to Grace Church, but most weeks they also provide care for one or more 

special services/meetings.  

Our nursery workers, along with other volunteers in children’s ministries, completed “Safeguarding 

God’s Children” training in order to provide the best possible care for our children.  

One new thing we tried this year was Advent crafts.  Although most of the children are too young to 

craft on their own, many of the older ones enjoyed making Nativity ornaments and picture wheels 

depicting the Christmas story.  The addition of an indoor basketball goal has helped to bring some 

active play to our long winter indoors.  We look forward to enjoying our playground again soon. I am 

also on the hunt for a train table to add to our indoor toy selection.   

With five new babies joining our Grace family, our baby room across the hall has also seen increased 

activity this year.  It is a nice quiet space to be alone when needed. We look forward to another full 

and happy year in the nursery! I’d love to hear any concerns or suggestions you have regarding the 

nursery or baby room, so feel free to give me a call (524-7845) or email me (angie@gracesiloam.org). 

Respectfully submitted by Angie Chaney 

PRAYER CHAIN  

There are twenty-nine members on the Grace Prayer chain.  The predominant means of 

communication between members is through email. There are two prayer lists.  The main list includes 

all requests for people, situations, and/or organizations both inside and outside the membership of 

Grace.  Of this list, right now there are twenty-eight specific requests for members or those closely 

associated with Grace Church.  These requests are verbally lifted up in prayer during the Prayers of the 

People at the 11:00am service nearly every Sunday.  Prayer requests are confidential and when 

praying for individual’s by name, last names are rarely used.  If anyone is interested in becoming 

involved in this ministry please talk with me and/or email me at wubbenark@cox.net or 

twubbena@jbu.edu.  A big “thank you” goes to Toni Barnett who keeps the prayer chain and prayer 

list updated when I am out of town.  Her work, as well as additional back-up from Mary Benjamin and 

Bay Greenhill, is very much appreciated.  

Respectfully submitted by Terri Wubbena 

mailto:wubbenark@cox.net
mailto:twubbena@jbu.edu
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ALTAR GUILD  

Altar Guild was pleased to announce new co-chairs in 2014, Colleen Anderson and Trisha Lynn.  We 

would once again like to thank Marcia Wheeler, who retired from Altar Guild in 2014, for her many, 

many, years of dedication! It’s been a great year for Altar Guild. Besides continuing the honored 

tradition of preparing the altar for Holy Eucharist three times a week, we have faithfully polished 

brass, washed linens, and maintained inventory. Last summer we were thrilled to add three new 

members to the Guild: Jayme Amonsen, Cecelia Smith, and Mark Harris. They join our esteemed 

members: Mary Benjamin, Kurt Wubbena, Leslie Moore, and Shirley Lane, bringing us to nine 

members total. We would love to add more members so please consider if you would like to join us in 

service. We look forward to a wonderful 2015.  

Respectfully submitted by Trish Lynn & Colleen Anderson 

 

COMMUNITY LIFE  

Grace Church continues to be a warm community and welcoming home for parishioners and visitors 

alike! Our Hospitality Teams and early coffee hour Hospitality Hosts continue to provide excellent 

snacks and beverages, as well as assisting with various potluck events and special receptions. We 

would like to thank the many volunteers who help with this ministry!  

In 2014, our Teams and other volunteers were essential in the success of our outreach events and 

other special events including: NKH Pie Auction, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Easter Vigil 

Champagne Breakfast, Annual Summer BBQ, Bishop’s Brunch, Epiphany Chili Supper, Rally Day, St. 

Nicholas reception, as well as numerous baptism and baby shower receptions. 

Our building continues to be used by other organizations and individuals as well, including Weight 

Watchers, AA, Girls Scouts, piano lessons, and the Quilters Guild. This is in addition to Grace related 

groups, such as choir, children’s choir, Cottage Groups, No Kid Hungry and special parties or private 

receptions for events such as weddings. 

Our kitchen received in upgrade in the addition of a new dishwasher this year, as well as new Grace 

Church mugs (to hold all the wonderful coffee we love)! We appreciate Pour Jon’s for continuing to 

supply us with top quality beans to make that coffee! Sadly, we had to retire our faithful and over-

worked espresso machine at the end of 2014, but readily welcome a new commercial-grade machine 

to take its place, (made possible by anonymous donations). Thank you! Yay coffee! 
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A new round of Cottage Groups began in the fall semester of 2014, which will continue through the 

spring of 2015. These groups have been a wonderful outlet for the growing congregation to 

strengthen individual relationships and share the wonder of scripture in a more intimate setting. 

The women’s and men’s groups, Vineyard and SMOG (Spirited Men of Grace), continue to meet 

monthly and also foster closer relationships among members of our growing congregation. Thank 

you to all the hosts that facilitate these meetings! The office continues to handle the Food Tidings 

meal calendars for those in need in our congregation that are recovering from surgery, childbirth, or 

illness. If you would like to help with this ministry by preparing a meal, please talk to the office or look 

for a request for meals in the Monday Miscellany. A special thanks to all who volunteer and create 

such a friendly, welcoming opportunity for fellowship and growth! 

Respectfully submitted by Amanda Orcutt, Bay GreenHill, & Angie Chaney 

G.A.P.P. 

Grace Church's G.A.P.P. group (Gaining Awareness Promoting Peace) continues to be quietly active. 

The function of GAPP is to support the effort of individuals who have a cause or event (especially for 

minority groups) that they feel called to participate in. Our working philosophy might be stated this 

way: "We don't have meetings, we do things." We don't have monthly meetings. We stay in touch 

through a mailing list, sharing ideas and activities that encourage participation in activities that 

promote peace and well-being for all of us, especially for those who are pushed to the fringes of 

society. If you would like more information on this group, please come visit us. 

Respectfully submitted by Gary & Mary Ann Guinn 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

In 2014 we effected or installed four directed Memorials: 

 The Charles Kester Memorial Bookstore 

 A Japanese Maple Tree (located on the North side of the Nave), honoring Phillip Jones  

 A Japanese Maple Tree (located on the North side of the Nave), honoring Charles Kester 

 Windsinger Chimes of King David (located in the Columbarium garden), honoring Ray R. and 

Anna Belle Hill 

A memorial estate sale honoring Cliff and Dorothy Brooks was also held, with proceeds directed 

towards a future Capital Campaign at Grace Church. Memorial funds also provided for way-finding 

signs to be installed in two different locations around Siloam Springs. 

The Memorial Account ended the year worth approximately $6,670.00.  

Respectfully submitted by Ben Hill 
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INTERNSHIP REPORT 

Over the course of my internship so far, I have definitely had many learning experiences. I've had to 

develop as an administrator and as a communicator. The process has been slow, but it has been a 

very forming and good for me. Working with the people at Grace Church has been one of the best 

experiences that I've had in my young life and I look forward to the second half of my time at Grace. 

Respectfully submitted by Mark Harris 

DISCERNMENT COMMITTEE  

A Discernment Committee is currently in process for John Lein.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

LOOKING BACK AT 2014 

Our congregation continued its adjustment to the rapid (and wonderful) growth of the previous six 

years. Our Finance Committee and Vestry are committed to responsible stewardship of the church’s 

financial resources. 

Some notes on terminology as you read through this report. Operating income and expenses are 

those that directly impact day-to-day operations as our church fulfills its mission. Non-operating 

income and expenses include our Real Estate Fund (rental properties); Memorial Fund; Rector’s 

Discretionary Fund (outreach above the outreach in the operating budget); additional gifts for 

building funds; and other funds that do not directly impact the day-to-day operations of the church, 

yet support and augment the wider mission of Grace Church. A formal review of 2013 financial reports 

was completed and confirmed our continuing compliance with generally accepted accounting 

principles (GAAP). Full audits are expensive, so the diocese has given us permission to do financial 

reviews for the 2013 and 2014 fiscal years. We engaged a new accounting firm to complete the 

reviews for these years. The full reviews in place of audits will save the church approximately $6,000 

over the two years.   

CASH REVIEW 

The Statement of Activities shows combined YTD actual revenues (operating and non-operating) in 

2014 were $434,185, an 8.3% increase over our annual budget for total revenues. The vestry and the 

Finance Committee work diligently to create realistic budgets, making sound expense decisions that 

save the church thousands of dollars annually.  

The Statement of Cash Flows reflects we ended the year with a cash increase of $15,233. 
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PROPERTY & IMPROVEMENTS 

o The 11:15 am Sunday service is at 85% capacity. We anticipate a need for an addition to our 

building in the future. We are assembling a Strategic Planning Committee to investigate our 

options and the best path to meet our building needs. Over the last several years we have 

purchased houses adjacent to our property as they have been put on the market. As of December 

of 2013, Grace Church owns all properties adjacent to the current building and parking lot. 

o Our three rental houses currently generate non-operating rental income (see the non-operating 

Real Estate Fund), all of which were 100% occupied in 2014.   

o Grace House has been a huge asset to our church. It houses all of the children’s formation classes 

on Sundays and is used by two different Girls Scout troops. Additionally, Children’s Choir Camp, 

Cottage Groups, and Vestry meetings are often held in this new space. The gift of this house was a 

particular blessing because we had been experiencing a crisis of space for several years. The 

property also provides room to grow for any future building additions.  

 

REVENUE 

o Our 2014 YTD actual pledged income fell short of the budgeted amount by $7,859, which was a 

result of individuals and families that moved, transferred or were unable to fulfill their pledges for 

other reasons. However, this was mostly offset by non-pledge offerings that came in $6,411 above 

budget.  

CLERGY AND STAFF 

o Our lay staff expense continues to grow to meet the increased ministries and to accommodate the 

growth of our congregation and programs. Mark Harris joined the staff as an Intern in the fall of 

2014 and is with us until he leaves for seminary in the summer of 2015. He helps with 

administrative duties, serves in almost all ministry roles, and assists the clergy in special projects 

and pastoral duties.  

OUTREACH 

o Grace Church continues to care for its congregants and the wider community. In our operating 

budget, we allocate 10% of our pledge income to the ministry of the diocese, along with an 

additional amount to Camp Mitchell and other ministries. We also receive outreach income that 

supports local charities, the No Kid Hungry summer meals program, mission trips and other 

programs.  

o An important thing to note is the additional outreach in the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. In 2014, 

the Rector’s Fund provided $12,734 in outreach in addition of our operating budget outreach! This 

is a shift in accounting for outreach as more donors are giving to the Rector’s Fund, as well as to 
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the operating outreach efforts. We encourage you to look closely at the Outreach Committee 

report for more details as to how these funds are providing assistance for those in our community. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2015 

Stewardship Report 

Our parishioners once again demonstrated their commitment to the mission of Grace Episcopal 

Church by pledging a record total of $358,206 to the 2015 operating budget. This is a 10.33% increase 

over the 2014 budget. This represents 72 pledging individuals and families, an increase of 12 over 

2014, and includes 19 new pledge units.  

2015 Budget Summary 

The Finance Committee has built a conservative budget for 2015, with highlights listed below: 

OPERATING income and expenses help the church achieve its mission by paying the mortgage, 

utilities, payroll and for the pastoral care of parishioners and the community.  

NON-OPERATING income and expenses relate to additional ministries and investments that 

complement our church’s mission, such as the Rectors’ Discretionary Fund and Memorial Fund. Our 

Real Estate Fund holds the three rental houses. Owning these properties is a great short and long-

term investment. In the short term they generate rental income ($26,997 in rental income last year) 

and the church has property to grow into in the long term.  

 Total Revenues (operating and non-operating) in 2015 are budgeted at $422,010 

 Total Expenses (operating and non-operating) in 2015 are budgeted at $421,333 

 Operating Revenues in 2015 are budgeted at $393,410 

 Operating Outreach for 2015 is $40,100, or 10.19% of our operating budget- these are fund 

that are donated for outreach to those in our church, as well as to the diocese, Camp Mitchell 

and other local organizations.  

 The Rector’s Discretionary Fund has a budget of $9,000 in 2015. This non-operating fund 

supplements our operating outreach by supporting specific needs of our congregants, local 

organizations and others in our community.  

 Personnel expense will increase by 6.7% from last year’s actual expense. Our personnel expense 

continues to grow as we add additional worship services, church events and ministries. The 

Vestry also voted for an increase in compensation for our staff in recognition of their hard work 

and dedication. 
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The Grace Church Family continues to show their love and commitment to our ministry together with 

the abundant generosity of their time and financial support. It is through this generosity and the 

grace of God that we are able to work together to fulfill God’s call to proclaim the good news of God 

in Christ by word and deed. Thank you for your sacrifices and blessings that make Grace Church such 

a wonderful place to worship! 

We especially thank the members of the Finance Committee for their commitment of time and talent 

and their wise counsel: Chairman and Treasurer, Mike Moss; Tony Barnes; George Benjamin; and Andy 

Bossler.  

A special thanks to Tony for his wisdom and guidance over the past few years as he retires as 

Chairman of the Finance Committee in 2015. Thank you!   

Respectfully submitted by Mike Moss, Anne Jones, and Bay Greenhill 

 

CURATE’S REPORT 

I joined the staff of Grace Episcopal Church as your curate in March of 2013. In the Episcopal Church, 

a "curacy" is usually a diocesan-subsidized position for a priest's first parish-based ministry. For me, 

the highlights of the past year were the parish retreat, the school of prayer and compline during 

Advent, and the Epiphany pageant. In all of these events, I got to know people more deeply, and I got 

to collaborate with—or simply bask in appreciation of!—the ministries of others in this community, 

especially the musical leadership and children's ministry leaders. The other major highlight of the past 

year was, of course, having my daughter. I was so overwhelmed by this community's kindness and 

generosity during my maternity leave. Thank you. 

I always imagined that I would take on new challenges in my subsequent years as a curate, but 

instead I've tried to focus more intentionally on just a few areas where I'd like to grow: preaching, 

facilitating Christian formation, and spending time in conversation with parishioners. I'm also 

exploring other new ways that we can grow together in our faith, such as another formation series 

during Lent, or starting a discernment group at Grace. Stan is an excellent mentor and colleague in all 

of this work, and I'm hoping to learn as much as possible from him before his sabbatical next fall. I'm 

very excited and humbled by the opportunity to serve the congregation while Stan is away.  

Respectfully submitted by Lora Walsh 
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RECTOR’S REPORT 

Q: What is the mission of the Church? 

A: The mission of the Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each 

     other in Christ. 
 

Q: How does the Church pursue its mission? 

A: The Church pursues its mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel, 

     and promotes justice, peace, and love. 
 

Q: Through whom does the Church carry out its mission? 

A: The Church carries out its mission through the ministry of all its members. 
 

~The Book of Common Prayer, An Outline of the Faith, The Catechism, p. 855 

 

The section of the Catechism referenced above answers the question some of us have from time to 

time, that being, “Why does the Church exist and what is our purpose?” While it is difficult to measure 

spiritual things by temporal standards, the reports of the various committees and ministries of Grace 

Church contained in our Annual Report highlight the details of God’s work among us and our 

attempts to fulfill that mission.  
 

Through our prayer and worship we are reoriented to our larger purpose in this life and our need for 

God and each other to fulfill that purpose. Through our service and care for each other and those in 

our community we are able to share the Good News of God’s love through our actions, our presence, 

and our words. All of us have a part to play in the ministry of God’s reconciling love through Jesus 

Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. The World and the Church is poorer when everyone is not 

included in that mission. 
 

Grace Church is aptly named because we recognize that there is not one among us who is not in need 

and has been broken, but it is in our coming together as broken and needy people that God’s 

strength is made manifest in us and we are enabled to do be for others a light pointing them towards 

God’s love in Jesus Christ. 
 

May we be reminded of the important role we each play in this symphony of God’s love called Grace 

Episcopal Church and may we take seriously our responsibility to not simply attend, but be the 

Church. 
 

I look forward to 2015 as we continue to grow together into that loving community God is forming us 

to be. 
 

Peace, 

Stan+ 
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VESTRY NOMINATIONS 

Jayme Amonsen | I have been at Grace since 2011 and was received by the bishop in 2014.  As a 

former choral scholar, I am very active within the music ministry at Grace, and I often sing at both 

services on Sunday. I recently became a new member of the Altar Guild, and very much enjoy serving 

in that ministry as well.  I also serve as an acolyte, Eucharistic minister, worship leader/intercessor, and 

lector. I consider Grace my home, and the community here to be my family, and I desire to serve in 

any way possible. 

 

Shelley Simmons | I grew up as a cradle Episcopalian at Christ Church in Cambridge, Massachusetts. I 

met my husband Todd Simmons, while studying Social Work at Georgetown University in 

Washington, D.C. In 1995 we moved to Siloam Springs. Our two beautiful children Caroline and 

Charlie are 12 and 9. This year we will celebrate our 20th wedding anniversary. I own 28 Springs 

restaurant and am President of the board for Main Street Siloam Springs. 

 

Matthew Hostler | We came to Siloam Springs in the spring of 2003 after I retired from a 22 year 

career in the US Navy. After some visits to a couple of other churches we landed at Grace and have 

been there ever since, approx 5 years. My wife Rhonda and I have been married 29 years this February 

and we raise our granddaughter Nyah Jade. I spent my high school years in the Episcopal Church in 

Ft. Worth Texas, so I was already confirmed there. I have been received and Rhonda was confirmed 

and Nyah has been baptized at Grace. I have served on the Building and Grounds for several years 

and I'm one of the grill masters for cookouts, an activity I truly enjoy. As for me and my family our 

home of worship will always be Grace Episcopal Church. 

 


