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20. Join the Adventure!  

Isaiah 61:1-4  

Luke 4:1-30; 5:1-11  

2 Timothy 2:1-9  

 

Isaiah 61:1-4  

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

   because the Lord has anointed me;  

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

   to bind up the broken-hearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

   and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

   and the day of vengeance of our God; 

   to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

   to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

   they shall raise up the former devastations;  

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

   the devastations of many generations.  

 

Luke 4:1-30; 5:1-11  

The Temptation of Jesus  

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty 

days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was 

famished. The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus 

answered him, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone.” ’  



Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, ‘To 

you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If 

you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’ Jesus  

answered him, ‘It is written,  

“Worship the Lord your God, 

   and serve only him.” ’  

 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the 

Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written,  

“He will command his angels concerning you, 

   to protect you”, 

 and  

“On their hands they will bear you up, 

   so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” ’  

Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ When the devil had finished every test, 

he departed from him until an opportune time.  

 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry  

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the 

surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.  

 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth  

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was 

his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written:  

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

   because he has anointed me 

     to bring good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

   and recovery of sight to the blind, 

     to let the oppressed go free,  

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’  

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 

on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’All spoke well of him 

and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to 

them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your 

home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is 

accepted in the prophet’s home town. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when 

the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and  



there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in 

Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed 

except Naaman the Syrian.’ When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him 

out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off 

the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.  

 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples  

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 

word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 

washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way 

from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked 

all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had done this, they 

caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to 

come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, 

he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with 

him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 

were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ 

When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.  

 

2 Timothy 2:1-9  

You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus; and what you have heard from me through many 

witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach others as well. Share in suffering like a good soldier of 

Christ Jesus. No one serving in the army gets entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the 

enlisting officer. And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned without competing according to the rules. It is the 

farmer who does the work who ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what I say, for the Lord will 

give you understanding in all things. 

 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, 

even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained.  

 


