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23. Jesus and the Multitudes  

Ezekiel 34:1-31  

Luke 5:17-32; 18:15-19:9  

 

Ezekiel 34:1-31  

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: prophesy, and say to them—to 

the shepherds: Thus says the Lord God: Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not 

shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you 

do not feed the sheep. You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you have not bound up 

the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you 

have ruled them. So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became food for all 

the wild animals. My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill; my sheep 

were scattered over all the face of the earth, with no one to search or seek for them.  

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: As I live, says the Lord God, because my sheep have become a 

prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there was no shepherd; and because my 

shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep; 

therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shepherds; and I will 

demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed 

themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.  

 

God the True Shepherd 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out their 

flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places 

to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples 

and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains 

of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the 

mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed 

on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, 

says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 

strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.  

As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: I shall judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and goats: Is it 

not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, but you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture? 

When you drink of clear water, must you foul the rest with your feet? And must my sheep eat what you have 

trodden with your feet, and drink what you have fouled with your feet?  

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because 

you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far 

and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 

shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have 

spoken. 

I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild animals from the land, so that they may live in the wild 

and sleep in the woods securely. I will make them and the region around my hill a blessing; and I will send down the 



showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. The trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth 

shall yield its increase. They shall be secure on their soil; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break the 

bars of  

their yoke, and save them from the hands of those who enslaved them. They shall no more be plunder for the 

nations, nor shall the animals of the land devour them; they shall live in safety, and no one shall make them afraid. I 

will provide for them splendid vegetation, so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, and no 

longer suffer the insults of the nations. They shall know that I, the Lord their God, am with them, and that they, the 

house of Israel, are my people, says the Lord God. You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, 

says the Lord God.  

  

Luke 5:17-32; 18:15-19:9  

One day, while he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting nearby (they had come from every 

village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord was with him to heal. Just then some 

men came, carrying a paralysed man on a bed. They were trying to bring him in and lay him before Jesus; but 

finding no way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed 

through the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins 

are forgiven you.’ Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, ‘Who is this who is speaking blasphemies? 

Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ When Jesus perceived their questionings, he answered them, ‘Why do you 

raise such questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven you”, or to say, “Stand up and 

walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the one 

who was paralysed—‘I say to you, stand up and take your bed and go to your home.’ Immediately he stood up 

before them, took what he had been lying on, and went to his home, glorifying God. Amazement seized all of them, 

and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, ‘We have seen strange things today.’  

 

Jesus Calls Levi  

After this he went out and saw a tax-collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow 

me.’And he got up, left everything, and followed him.  

Then Levi gave a great banquet for him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax-collectors and others 

sitting at the table with them. The Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, saying, ‘Why do you 

eat and drink with tax-collectors and sinners?’ Jesus answered, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 

those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance.’  

 

Jesus Blesses Little Children 

People were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them; and when the disciples saw it, they sternly 

ordered them not to do it. But Jesus called for them and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop 

them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God  

belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’  

  

The Rich Ruler  

A certain ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call 

me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not commit adultery; You shall 

not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honour your father and mother.” ’ He replied, ‘I 

have kept all these since my youth.’ When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘There is still one thing lacking. Sell all 

that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ 

But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those 



who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’  

Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ He replied, ‘What is impossible for mortals is possible for God.’  

Then Peter said, ‘Look, we have left our homes and followed you.’And he said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no 

one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not 

get back very much more in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.’  

 

A Third Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection  

Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written 

about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be handed over to the Gentiles; and he will 

be mocked and insulted and spat upon. After they have flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will 

rise again.’ But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from them, and 

they did not grasp what was said.  

 

Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar Near Jericho  

As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard a crowd going by, he 

asked what was happening. They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ Then he shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me!’ Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, 

‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came 

near, he asked  

him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; 

your faith has saved you.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, 

when they saw it, praised God.  

  

Jesus and Zacchaeus  

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and 

was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in 

stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When 

Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your 

house today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He 

has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as 

much.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.  


