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24. Jesus and Hell  

Jonah 4:1-11  

Luke 16:19-31  

Matthew 25:31-40  

 

Jonah 4:1-11  

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this 

what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you 

are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 

punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the Lord 

said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 

booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.  

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 

discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm 

that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 

down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than 

to live.’  

 

Jonah Is Reproved  

But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then 

the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came 

into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which 

there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and 

also many animals?’  

 

Luke 16:19-31 

‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his 

gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 

rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the 

angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he 

looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” But 

Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like 

manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a 

great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can 

cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I have five 

brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, 

“They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone 

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ’  

 



Matthew 25:31-40 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All 

the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to 

those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 

was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.”  

  


