
Lectionary with Complete NRSV Texts for We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long 

Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation 

Brian D. McLaren 
 

25. Jesus, Violence, and Power  

Isaiah 42:1-9; 53:1-12  

Matthew 16:13-17:9  

 

Isaiah 42:1-9; 53:1-12  

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

   he will bring forth justice to the nations.  

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

   or make it heard in the street;  

a bruised reed he will not break, 

   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

   he will faithfully bring forth justice.  

He will not grow faint or be crushed 

   until he has established justice in the earth;  

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  

 

Thus says God, the Lord, 

   who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

   who spread out the earth and what comes from it,  

who gives breath to the people upon it 

   and spirit to those who walk in it:  

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 

   I have taken you by the hand and kept you;  

I have given you as a covenant to the people,  

  a light to the nations, 

  to open the eyes that are blind,  

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

   from the prison those who sit in darkness.  

I am the Lord, that is my name; 

   my glory I give to no other, 

   nor my praise to idols.  



See, the former things have come to pass, 

   and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, 

   I tell you of them.  

 

Who has believed what we have heard? 

 And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

   and like a root out of dry ground;  

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  

He was despised and rejected by others; 

   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;  

and as one from whom others hide their faces 

   he was despised, and we held him of no account.  

 

Surely he has borne our infirmities 

   and carried our diseases;  

yet we accounted him stricken, 

   struck down by God, and afflicted.  

But he was wounded for our transgressions,  

  crushed for our iniquities;  

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

   and by his bruises we are healed.  

All we like sheep have gone astray; 

   we have all turned to our own way,  

and the Lord has laid on him 

   the iniquity of us all.  

 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

   yet he did not open his mouth;  

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

   so he did not open his mouth.  

By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 

 Who could have imagined his future?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living, 



   stricken for the transgression of my people.  

They made his grave with the wicked 

   and his tomb with the rich,  

although he had done no violence, 

   and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.  

When you make his life an offering for sin,  

   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;  

through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.  

   Out of his anguish he shall see light;  

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.  

The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 

   and he shall bear their iniquities.  

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 

   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;  

because he poured out himself to death, 

   and was numbered with the transgressors;  

yet he bore the sin of many, 

   and made intercession for the transgressors.  

 

Matthew 16:13-17:9  

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son 

of Man is?’And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God.’And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly 

ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  

 

Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at 

the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and 

said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.’  

 

The Cross and Self-Denial  



Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those  

who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their 

life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what 

has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of 

Man coming in his kingdom.’  

 

The Transfiguration  

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 

white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is 

good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 

While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is 

my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell to the 

ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’And 

when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.  

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of 

Man has been raised from the dead.’ 


