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26. Making it Real 

Mark 2:1-19  

Hebrews 11:1-8  

1 John 1:1-2:6  

 

Mark 2:1-19  

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many gathered around 

that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to them. Then 

some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him 

to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down 

the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ 

Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is 

blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing 

these questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is 

easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat and walk”? But so that 

you may  

know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, 

take your mat and go to your home.’And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of 

them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’  

  

Jesus Calls Levi 

Jesus went out again beside the lake; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them. As he was 

walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’And he got up 

and followed him.  

And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax-collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his 

disciples—for there were many who followed him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with 

sinners and tax-collectors, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus 

heard this, he said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to 

call not the righteous but sinners.’  

 

The Question about Fasting 

 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, ‘Why do John’s disciples 

and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests 

cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they 

cannot fast.  

 

  



Hebrews 11:1-8  

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors 

received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen 

was made from things that are not visible.  

 

The Examples of Abel, Enoch, and Noah 

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain’s. Through this he received approval as righteous, 

God himself giving approval to his gifts; he died, but through his faith he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken so 

that he did not experience death; and ‘he was not found, because God had taken him.’ For it was attested before he 

was taken away that ‘he had pleased God.’And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would 

approach him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, warned by God  

about events as yet unseen, respected the warning and built an ark to save his household; by this he condemned 

the world and became an heir to the righteousness that is in accordance with faith.  

  

The Faith of Abraham 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he 

set out, not knowing where he was going.  

 

1 John 1:1-2:6  

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 

have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have seen 

it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare 

to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  

 

God Is Light  

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness 

at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 

but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 

that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  

 

Christ Our Advocate  

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours 

only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his commandments. Whoever says, ‘I have come to know 

him’, but does not obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person the truth does not exist; but whoever 

obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection. By this we may be sure that we are in 

him: whoever says, ‘I abide in him’, ought to walk just as he walked.  

  


