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33. The Uprising Begins (Easter Sunday)  

Ezekiel 37:1-14  

Luke 24:1-32  

Colossians 1:9-29  

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 

were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I  

answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 

hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 

and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 

bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 

and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 

upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our 

hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 

And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 

will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 

Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’  

 

Luke 24:1-32  

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they 

were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and 

bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is 

not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be 

handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ Then they remembered his words, and 

returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 

Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed 

to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.  

 

The Walk to Emmaus  



 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and 

talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 

himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What 

are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose 

name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 

handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 

Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our 

group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they 

came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who 

were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to 

them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses 

and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.  

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged 

him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to 

stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 

their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were 

not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’  

 

Colossians 1:9-29 

 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled 

with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the 

Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you 

be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure 

everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance 

of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

 

The Supremacy of Christ  

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 

created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 

through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the 

body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his fleshly body 

through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him— provided that you 

continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that 

you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.  

 

Paul’s Interest in the Colossians 

 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s 

afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission that was 

given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages 

and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the 



Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is he whom we 

proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in 

Christ. For this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires within me.  

 


