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9. Freedom!  

Exodus 1:1-14; 3:1-15  

John 8:1-11  

Galatians 5:1, 13-15  

 

Exodus 1:1-14; 3:1-15  

These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: Reuben, Simeon, 

Levi, and Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. The total number of people 

born to Jacob was seventy. Joseph was already in Egypt. Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that whole 

generation. But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land 

was filled with them.  

 

The Israelites Are Oppressed  

 Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are 

more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the 

event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.’ Therefore they set taskmasters over 

them to oppress them with forced labour. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more 

they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The 

Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar 

and brick and in every kind of field labour. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.  

 

Moses at the Burning Bush  

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, 

and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 

bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at 

this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God 

called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’And he said, ‘Here I am.’Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the 

sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the God of 

your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid 

to look at God.  

Then the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of 

their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 

bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 

come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’ But Moses said to God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?’ He said, ‘I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when 

you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.’  

 

  



The Divine Name Revealed 

 But Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your ancestors has sent me to you”, 

and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ He said further, 

‘Thus you shall say to the Israelites, “I am has sent me to you.” ’ God also said to Moses, ‘Thus you shall say to the 

Israelites, “The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 

sent me to you”:  

This is my name for ever, and this my title for all generations.  

 

Galatians 5:1, 13-15  

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-

indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single 

commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care 

that you are not consumed by one another. 

 

John 8:1-11  

While Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to 

him and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been 

caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in 

the very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you 

say?’ They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and 

wrote with his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let 

anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’And once again he bent down and wrote 

on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone 

with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on 

do not sin again.’]]  


