
 Guidelines for the Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage  

Grace Episcopal Church ~ Siloam Springs, AR 

 

Christian marriage in the Episcopal Church is a service of worship. In The Book of Common Prayer, the service is titled 

“The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage.” The word celebration expresses the joy of the occasion, as well as its 

public and corporate nature. The word blessing is a reminder of the religious context of this holy covenant. In the 

service, the couple vows to live together in the covenant of marriage, promising to be faithful to one another for 

life. The congregation vows to do all in their power to support and uphold the couple in marriage. The priest then 

proclaims God’s blessing upon the union. Because of the sacred nature of the service, and the solemnity of the 

vows made by the couple, certain decisions regarding the wedding need to be made. 

Christian marriage is a covenant created by the commitment of the couple, in the context of the whole Church and 

the life of the congregation. Therefore, it is required that one or both of the partners be active members of Grace 

Episcopal Church. The couple should maintain regular attendance at Grace Church, both before and after the 

wedding. It is our belief the solemn vows of Christian marriage are best expressed and maintained within the 

context of the living community of the Church. 

All weddings at Grace Episcopal Church are performed according to the authorized liturgy of the Episcopal 

Church. This liturgy reflects the communal aspect of life in the Church, and the reality that marriage reflects the 

union between the Church and Christ. 

Please review this packet carefully. Any questions you have may be directed the Office Administrator or Rector. 

The church office can provide both contact information for the Rector, Curate, or Director of Music, and available 

dates on the church calendar. 

 

                       

 

Requirements for Consent for Marriage 

Every priest of the Episcopal Church must conform to the laws of the state and the canons of the Episcopal 

Church regarding the solemnization of Holy Matrimony. The canonical requirements are as follows: 

 Persons desirous of being married in this church must signify their intention to the priest at least 30 days 

prior to the date of the service. 

 There must be at least two witnesses to the ceremony. 

 The date and place of the marriage, the names of the parties, the age of the parties, their residences, and 

their Church status must be recorded in the proper register. 

 The witnesses and priest must sign the register. 

 The parties must sign a declaration of intention, which reads as follows; 

▪ “We, desiring to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we 

hold marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife as it is set forth in The Book of Common 

Prayer. 



We believe that the union of husband and wife, in heart, body, and mind, is intended by God for 

their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity, and when it 

is God’s will, for the procreation of children, and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the 

Lord. 

And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to establish this 

relationship and to seek God’s help thereto.” 

In the case of marriage after divorce, the following additional requirements apply: 

 The priest must receive appropriate evidence that any previous marriage has been annulled or dissolved  

▪ Copies of all divorce decrees constitute evidence of the termination of any and all previous 

marriages. 

 The divorce decree or annulment must have been in effect for one full year prior to the date of the 

remarriage. 

 The priest will consult with the parties as to continuing concern for the former spouse and children of the 

prior marriage(s). 

 Consent of the Diocesan Bishop is required (this process, initiated by the priest, takes at least 30 days and 

occurs after the pre-marital counseling period). 

 

Pre-Marital Counseling 

The Episcopal Church as a national body requires all couples to undergo pre-marital counseling. The counseling at 

Grace Church is scheduled with the priest, or if circumstances demand, an outside priest or counselor 

recommended by the priest. Grace Church requires that all couples complete a minimum of 4 pre-marital 

counseling sessions; the number of sessions can be adjusted at the discretion of the priest. The couple must 

schedule and complete all pre-marital sessions prior to the wedding. Should any outside counseling services be 

recommended by the priest, the couple is responsible for any fees that are incurred.  

 

Setting the Date 

Before dates are selected, or other marriage plans made, the couple must contact the priest. Technically, consent to 

perform the wedding service is not given until all the above canonical requirements have been met, although the 

priest can make exceptions at his or her discretion. The date chosen is subject to the schedule of the priest and of 

the Grace Church events calendar. Due to the penitential nature of the Lenten Season, the Episcopal Church does 

not perform weddings from Ash Wednesday until Easter.  

 

Responsibility for the Service  

According to Canonical Law, the Rector of an Episcopal Church is charged with the responsibility of determining 

the appropriateness of all details and arrangements for any service of worship at the church, including the 

Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage. The Rector may deputize other clergy to give this approval, however final 

decision rests with the Rector on any matters in question. For this reason, wedding consultants are not used for any 

arrangements regarding the service. 



The Marriage License  

The couple is responsible for obtaining an official marriage license from the state of Arkansas before a wedding can 

be solemnized at Grace Episcopal Church. Please contact your county clerk for information on obtaining a license. 

The license must be delivered to the priest or the church office at least one week before the marriage service, and 

will be completed and returned to the state after the wedding. 

 

The Service 

The wedding service will be conducted according to the “Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage” as found in The 

Book of Common Prayer. According to the traditions of the Episcopal Church, Eucharist is the Sacrament of unity. 

Therefore, it is appropriate that the married couple’s first act is to offer their marriage in thanksgiving at the Lord’s 

Table and sharing in this Sacrament. The Book of Common Prayer states that “opportunity is always given to every 

communicant to receive the consecrated Bread and Wine…” (BCP pg.407). 

 

The Programs 

Grace Church will provide service bulletins for any worship service performed at Grace Church. These bulletins will 

be approved by the Rector as well as the couple. The couple may submit a personalized cover for the wedding 

service bulletin, as well as a personal note or reception directions to be printed in the back. All submissions must be 

approved by the Rector and the church office two weeks before the service. Bulletins will be printed in the office on 

100% recycled 8.5 x 11 paper. Any specialty paper needs to be provided by the couple. The use of specialty paper 

may require stapling and folding by hand, which will also be the responsibility of the couple. The church can 

provide the printed materials, as well as the booklet stapler and staples. 

 

The Music 

An Episcopal wedding service is a service of worship. Therefore, only sacred music is allowed. The Director of 

Music at Grace Church has the first right of refusal for all weddings performed at Grace. The couple needs to be in 

contact with the Director of Music at least 30 days prior to the date of the service. Any other arrangements need to be 

cleared with the Director of Music as well as the Rector.  

The use of Hymns is encouraged for the service. The Hymnal 1982 is widely regarded as a masterpiece of sacred 

music. The Director of Music can provide guidance as to which hymns might be appropriate for the service and 

with regard to the church calendar. Quality instrumentalists can add a festive tone to the service, but are under the 

direction of the Director of Music. Solo vocalists are also allowed, so long as the selection of music is appropriate to 

the liturgies authorized by the Episcopal Church. The words are to be from Holy Scripture, The Book of Common 

Prayer, or from texts congruent with them. Popular music is welcome at the reception. 

In our liturgical tradition, the Lord’s Prayer is a corporate act of prayer (see BCP pg.428); additionally it may be sung 

as an anthem, but art song settings are discouraged. Most professional church musicians discourage the use of 

Wagner’s Bridal Chorus (Here comes the Bride) and Mendelssohn’s Wedding March. 

For all musical decisions, the Rector, with the advice of the Director of Music, is the final authority. 



The Altar Flowers 

Grace Church uses only Altar Flowers for all worship services. This consists of two arrangements that are placed in 

the vases on the wall behind the altar. The flower arrangements should follow the scale and proportion appropriate 

for those vases, and are always made of real greenery and fresh flowers. Siloam Flowers prepares our usual Sunday 

Altar Flower arrangements and can easily accommodate these specifications. It is recommended that the dominant 

color of the arrangements be white. Typically, Altar Flowers placed on Saturday are kept for Sunday’s worship 

services. Please inform the office if this will not be the case.  

Other flowers and greenery are permitted for pew hangings or window decorations, with approval from the Rector. 

The bridal party and groomsmen are permitted to have bouquets and boutonnieres. It is required to have approval 

from the Rector before any material (bird seed, flower petals, confetti) is strewn in the church or on the church 

grounds. Any other requests for additional flowers or arrangements also require the approval of the Rector. Please 

ensure that the florist is in contact with the church office to make any deliveries during business hours. 

 

The Candles 

Altar candles, torches, window candles, or congregational candles belonging to Grace Church may be used during 

the marriage service. The Advent candles or the Paschal Candle may be present and used in the service depending 

on the time of year.  

 

Photography 

Since a wedding service is a service of worship, no photographs are taken during the service. One stationary camera 

or video camera (no artificial lighting or flash photography) is allowed for pictures of the precessions in and out of 

the Nave, if placed behind the last pew. Posed photographs may be taken either before or after the service; 

additionally we can pose any part of the wedding service at your request and the Rector’s approval. If pictures are 

taken in the church prior to the wedding service, they must be concluded a full 30 minutes before the start of the 

service. Photos taken after the service must conclude within one hour of the service. It is required that any professional 

photographer sign and return the attached Letter of Agreement at least one week before the event. 

 

The Rehearsal 

Typically, wedding rehearsals are held one day before the wedding at the discretion of the priest. All members of the 

wedding party are expected to attend, to be on time, and to remember that the rehearsal is conducted with 

reverence. Rehearsals do not usually last more than one hour, and will begin promptly at the appointed time. If 

there is a rehearsal dinner, please schedule it for after the rehearsal. Grace Church can be used for rehearsal dinners; 

please see the section entitled Parish Hall for more information. 

The Wedding and the Liturgy 

One reason people want to be married in the Episcopal Church is our beautiful and inspiring liturgy. The use of 

symbol, sacrament, and color is particularly important; everything we do in worship has purpose and communicates 

meaning. The Sacrament of Marriage is a joyful service of worship. The focus is on God, a celebration of His divine 



blessing given to the solemn vows made by the couple. Below you will find the typical structure of the worship 

service for a Blessing of Marriage. 

 Before the Service 

Traditionally, the congregation maintains silence before worship in order to prepare and center through 

prayer. Appropriate music may be played at this time. Ushers will help congregants and family to their seats 

(if they will not be in the Procession). 

 Seating 

Grace Church seats 120 comfortably in the Nave (seating up to 150 with extra chairs), and can 

accommodate the same numbers in the Parish Hall for dinners/receptions. 

 

The Parish Hall 

The use of the Parish Hall is permitted for rehearsal dinners and/or receptions. Arrangements must be made in 

advance to reserve the building and schedule cleaning services (if desired). If no cleaning service is requested, there 

will be a $150 deposit to be refunded when the building is restored to its pre-reception condition. Any rented or 

borrowed equipment must be removed from the kitchen and Parish Hall immediately upon completion of the 

event.  

 

Childcare 

The Grace Church nursery staff can be scheduled for any services or events, so long as their schedule allows. If 

childcare services are desired, please inform the office in advance so that arrangements can be made. The Episcopal 

Church requires two childcare personnel in the nursery at all times. Please see the next section for the cost of this 

service. 

 

Fees 

 Clergy 

▪ There are no charges for the clergy at Grace Church to solemnize a wedding; however it is traditional 

that an honorarium be given to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. Typically clergy does not attend the 

rehearsal dinner or reception, so an invitation is recommended if you desire their attendance.  

 Director of Music 

▪ An honorarium in the amount of $150 is given to the Director of Music/Organist. Please consult with 

the Director of Music/Organist for instructions as to how the funds are given. 

 Building Use for Weddings (Members only) 

▪ For receptions or rehearsal dinners, the building use fee is $50 per hour for the Parish Hall.  

 Cleaning Service 

▪ Grace Church charges a flat rate of $150 for cleaning services. The office will schedule this service. 

 Childcare 



▪ Grace Church requires two childcare workers to be present with any children at all times. The fee is $15 

per hour per worker. 

In addition to the fees stated above, the couple will sign a Building Use Agreement which is available from the 

church office. Please be in communication with the office so that all extra services are scheduled and that prior 

arrangements are made to ensure the event runs smoothly. Someone from the office will be on hand the day of your 

event to unlock and lock the facilities, and assist with any last minute issues. 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


