
Grace Church, 

I just wanted to send Grace Church an update on the Cambodian Aquaponics Project 

Parishioners supported last summer and a small update about where I am in life now.  First, I wanted to 

thank Grace Church and the community for providing such a great environment for spiritual growth 

while I studied at JBU from 2010-2014. I remember searching for a church my first fall semester and as 

soon as I walked into Grace I knew this was where God would call me to serve and join in community, 

for the next 4 years. I grew up Methodist so the change was not so drastic. I am just not sure where all 

those 4 years went, time flies so quickly!  

Personal Update: 

 As many of you know I am living in Germany for the next 2 years completing my M.Sc. 

Physics Degree in Renewable Energy at the Universität of Oldenburg. The 1
st
 of 3 semesters is now 

over and it went very well. Now I am participating in a 2 month internship and then I will start my 2
nd

 

semester in April for 6 months and then for 6 months I will research and write my master’s thesis. 

Hopefully I will be graduating in April 2016. 

Small update on China:  

I wanted to thank the church again for supporting and praying for my trip to China this past 

summer. I still get goose bumps when I think about the present suffering the Chinese and Cambodian 

Christians endure every day, but the sight of seeing hundreds of these people lined up, sometimes hours 

in advance to hear the message of the Gospel is extremely encouraging. Thanks to the efforts of many 

underground Christian Missionaries in China there are an estimated 250 million Christians. The 

churches I had the opportunity to visit were absolutely overflowing and people were waiting in lines to 

get inside the door. To see entire families tear down their house hold temples sent chills down my spine 

as these people were leaving centuries of lies and Buddhism for a bright future.  

I have had recent contact with one of the professors that slipped his business card under the 

table to me while in a meeting in China. He is a Chinese national and this past month he sent me an 

email that he has decided to defy the Chinese Government and teach a Faith and Science class after 

hearing my testimony this summer in a café presentation, from whom I was inspired by my Calculus 

teacher at JBU. Many of you know him, Dr. Frank Blume! 

Update on Aquaponics Project in Cambodia: 

 Several people in the Grace Church and community supported the Sahakkum Aquaponics 

Project of which I was the lead engineering student this past summer. Cambodia has an enormous 

problem and dependency on the local rice crop. The mission of this project was to diversify the family 

crop, to improve the diet and confront periods of drought. Another goal was to teach locals advanced 

agriculture and create an organic safe-to-eat product that could be sold at market to create an income 

stream for the family. The project was completed within about 3 week and the work went fairly smooth 

considering the remote conditions. For those of you who don’t know what Aquaponics is…Aquaponics 

is the cycling of aquatic life such as fish with plants to live in a symbiotic relationship. I have attached 

a few pictures to give you all a good update on how the project is progressing. It is not only still 

working and functioning but it worked so well they are expanding the project to double the size we 

trained them to build! God is Good! 

The project is in Svay Rieng, Cambodia in the Prey Ta Nhoy Community. When we arrived 

they had renewed hope and strength just to know they weren’t marginalized in the world and that help 

was on the way. Living 300 miles down a dirt road in rural Cambodia can be suffocating to the young 

people because they know they were born into the worst conditions, as rice farmers, with basically zero 



chance of getting out. Looking back, one of the highlights for me was meeting and hugging former 

Communist Việt Cộng fighters and Kuhmer Rouge killers, not knowing their exact pasts but knowing 

the side they were on and saying, all is forgiven! It was amazing to see the heart of Christ being 

adopted by the local people. The local church, all of whom are new converts, is growing strongly just 

as a nice new Buddhist temple was completed in the small village this last year. There is some possible 

tension within the village as the sights of the village are toward building bigger temples to please God 

but I am convinced within a short time many more people will begin to convert as they see the 

testimony and lives of those that have been changed through our project in Cambodia. THANKS FOR 

YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT!!! See you all again after I graduate. 

Peace, 

Gunnar Shaffer 

 

LINKS TO THE PROJECT: 

 https://www.facebook.com/sahakkumkhmer  

https://jbusahakkum.wordpress.com/2014/06/28/week-3-project-complete/ 
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https://jbusahakkum.wordpress.com/2014/06/28/week-3-project-complete/


Here are some update pictures actually from this past week in Cambodia, the motivation for this update 

letter. The aquaponics system is working GREAT 8 months later! They have actually doubled the size 

just since I left! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vertical growing towers (3D growing!)          Flatbed bamboo, growing herbs. 

 


